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Info

March / April 2012

Legendary Designers Will Share Insights, 
Receive SETC Distinguished Career Award

Want to register for the convention? Need information on a progam? 
Convention & Auditionee Registration/Pre-Registration Area is in the Convention 
Center North Lobby and Meeting Room 1. You'll also find the Info Hub and 
convention gear for sale in the same area.

in 
Chattanooga

ALL ABOARD FOR
CHATTANOOGA! 

Richard Robichaux
Actor, Teacher

“The Art and Craft of Acting”
2:30 p.m. Thursday

Roger Robinson
 Tony Award-Winning Actor

“Building a  Career as a Working Actor” 
2:30 p.m. Friday

Tony Walton and Richard Pilbrow
SETC Distinguished Career Award Recipients

“Magic Connections: How to Survive 
Flops, Hits ... and the Life”

2:30 p.m. Saturday

Knight-Thompson Speechwork
Dudley Knight, Featured Guest Artist

For Professionals: Thursday, Noon - 2 p.m.
For Students: Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Limited number of spaces available;
visit Registration Desk to sign up

 Mastering Performance: 
Monologues & Musical Coaching

Mark Redanty, Talent Agent,
Bauman, Redanty & Shaul

Thursday, 4 p.m. - 5:20 p.m. 
Participant slots full; all invited to observe

Performer Flying & Aerial Arts
Tracy Nunnally, Jason Whicker and Jennifer Kelly, 

Hall Associates
Friday, 9 a.m. - 11:40 am.. 
Friday, 4 p.m. - 6:40 p.m.

Participant slots full; all invited to observe

A special thanks to convention sponsors:
www.setc.org/theatre/convention

Keynote Speakers

Open Master ClassesI
Tony Award-Winning Actor Is Friday Keynote 

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued on Page 2) Featured Guest Artist

Dudley Knight
Interview with Voice and Speech Master Artist

10:30 a.m. Friday

magine having the opportunity 
to eavesdrop on a conversation 
between two theatre greats known 

for their collaborations. That’s just the treat 
that is in store for audience members at the 
Saturday keynote presentation during the 
2012 SETC Convention in Chattanooga.
 Tony Walton, an acclaimed scenic and 
costume designer, director and producer, 
and Richard Pilbrow, a pioneering lighting 
designer, author, producer and theatre 
consultant, will share a stage and a con-
versation at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 
10, before accepting SETC’s Distinguished 
Career Award at Saturday night’s banquet. 
Their topic: “Magic Connections: How to 
Survive Flops, Hits ... and the Life.”
 The two also will serve as respondents 
for the SETC Design Competi t ion, 
along with costume designer Jennifer 
Caprio, and will discuss their design 

n 1969, Roger Robinson made his 
Broadway debut opposite Al Pacino 
in Does a Tiger Wear a Necktie?.  

Forty years later, he earned a Tony Award 
for Best Featured Actor in a Play for his 
portrayal of Bynum Walker in Joe Turner’s 
Come and Gone.
 Between that first Broadway performance 
and his Tony Award win, Robinson achieved 
every actor’s dream: He carved out a suc-
cessful career as a working actor.
 How one accomplishes that will be the 
subject of his keynote address on Friday, 
March 9, at the SETC Convention. Asked for 
the short version of his formula in an e-mail 
interview with SETC News, Robinson had a 
succinct answer: “Work, work, work.”

Roger Robinson with his Tony Award.
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Above: Richard 
Pilbrow, Tony 

Award nominee 
and winner of 

a Drama Desk  
Award for lighting 

design.
Right: Tony 

Walton, winner of 
Tony, Academy 

and Emmy Awards 
for scenic design.

I

www.setc.org/theatre/convention


Costume designer 
Jennifer Caprio rounds 
out the panel of distin-
guished designers at 
the SETC Convention, 
joining Tony Walton 
and Richard Pilbrow  
as respondents for the 
Design Competition. 
Caprio, known for her work on Broadway, 
off-Broadway and in regional theatre, 
also was one of SETC’s distinguished 
designers in 2008.
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Walton and Pilbrow 
(Continued from Page 1)

CONVENTION KEYNOTE NEWS

Robinson
Continued from Page 1)

work at a distinguished designer keynote 
session at 7 p.m., Thursday, March 8. 
Pilbrow also will sign copies of his book,  
A Theatre Project. (See schedule, right.) 
 Walton has won many honors for his work 
in theatre, film, television, opera and ballet. 
He has received 16 Tony nominations and 
three Tony Awards – for Pippin, House of 
Blue Leaves and Guys and Dolls – and has 
been nominated for five Academy Awards, 
winning an Oscar for All That Jazz. He won 
an Emmy for Death of a Salesman. In 1991, 
he was elected to the Theatre Hall of Fame. 
Walton also directs and has co-produced a 
number of shows in London, including three 
in association with Pilbrow and the legend-
ary Hal Prince.   
 Pilbrow was named in 2010 by Live Design 
as one of “one of the 50 most powerful people 
in the entertainment technology industry.” 
His company, Theatre Projects Consultants, 
is one of the world’s leading theatre design 
firms. The first British lighting designer to work 
on Broadway, Pilbrow won the 1995 Drama 
Desk Award for Outstanding Lighting De-
sign for Show Boat. He was nominated for the 
same award in 2009 for A Tale of Two Cities, 
for which Walton designed the scenery. 
 Both Pilbrow and Walton grew up in 
England and developed an interest in theatre 

at an early age. They first worked 
together in 1959 on Pieces of 
Eight, a revue in the West End for 
producer Michael Codron. That led 
to a collaboration on One Over the 
Eight, where Pilbrow developed a 
scene projection technique he later 
would bring to Broadway.
  “This technique had not previously 
been employed in English theatre, 
outside the opera house,” he recalled in an 
e-mail interview with SETC News. “I took the 
idea from books on German stage lighting 
written in the 1930s. I thought that, with Ger-
man powerful equipment on the small stages 
of the West End, a very bright, large and 
vivid picture could result. We imported the 
equipment and the result was a big success. 
Tony (Walton) designed many ravishing im-
ages, and critics could not believe that so 
many colorful ‘back cloths’ could change so 
quickly.” 
 Soon afterward, Walton persuaded 
Prince to hire Pilbrow to use the same pro-
jection technology for Broadway’s A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
Recent collaborations have included Broad-
way’s A Tale of Two Cities in 2008 and the 
Irish’s Rep’s Candida, which Walton both 
directed and designed, in 2010.
 What do they enjoy about working 
together?

 Pilbrow says: “Tony is a genius! One of 
the great scene and costume designers of 
our times, with an incredibly imaginative 
vivid vision of what can happen on the 
stage. He constantly pushes the boundaries 
and challenges the ingenuity of the lighting 
designer. That is a lot of fun!”
 Walton says: “I try to make ‘working life’ 
as hard as possible for Richard (in order 
to keep him interested and alert), and he 
manages to keep me in an almost constant 
state of merriment, due to his sly sense of 
humor and his inability to appear troubled 
by any of the inevitable setbacks that come 
with ‘tech.’ ” 
 Their conversation at the SETC Conven-
tion promises to be lively. Don’t miss it!

BOOK SIGNINGS

Richard Pilbrow will sign copies of 
his book, A Theatre Project, at:

8 p.m., Friday, March 9
Convention Center Exhibit Hall 
C, prior to Design Competition

         Awards Ceremony

3:35 p.m., Saturday, March 10
Convention Center Ballroom I and J, 
after Convention Keynote Presentation

 Indeed, “work, work, work” is just what 
Robinson has done. Over his many years 
in the business, he has appeared in numer-
ous television shows (ER, The Jeffersons, 
Quincy, The Cosby Show, Kojak, Law & 
Order and NYPD, to name a few), a variety 
of movies, and on stage both at regional 
theatres and on Broadway. 
 In addition to winning the Tony Award in 
2009, he also that same year became the 
first African American to receive the Richard 
Seff Award, presented annually by Actors’ 
Equity Foundation to a 50-plus actor for a 
supporting role performance in a Broadway 
or off-Broadway play.
 Robinson didn’t start out to become an 
actor. As a young person, Robinson had 
an affinity for music and played the oboe in 
the Seattle Youth Symphony. He discovered  
theatre when he was in his early 20s, a 
young Navy man who received a United 
Service Organizations (USO) pass to attend 
A Raisin in the Sun and was amazed to see 
an African American cast on stage. 
 He credits the late actress Diana Sands, 
who talked with him backstage after that 
performance, with helping him see the pos-

sibility of a theatre career. She also helped 
connect him to the late Lloyd Richards, 
former dean of the Yale School of Drama 
and former head of the National Playwrights 
Conference at the Eugene O’Neill Theater 
Center, who helped steer Robinson’s career.
 “He was not only my mentor (or one 
of them), but he also was the first acting 
teacher that helped me to develop a pro-
cess that allowed me to create a character,” 
Robinson noted. “He later would hire me for 
various projects that he was involved with, 
either as a director or producer or both.”
 Robinson also developed a strong 
connection with the late playwright August 
Wilson, appearing in six of his plays. 
Robinson received a Tony Award nomination 
in 1996 for his portrayal of Hedley in Wilson’s 
Seven Guitars.
 Most recently, Robinson was in San 
Diego, CA, where he appeared as Doug in 
Horton Foote’s Dividing the Estate at the Old 
Globe Theatre. 
 What’s next? “There are two theatre 
projects for the future that are too early 
to elaborate, and I’ve been auditioning for 
several TV projects but have received no 
firm offers,” he said. “I am ‘at liberty,’ as the 
saying goes.”

Tony Walton and Richard Pilbrow collaborated 
on Broadway’s A Tale of Two Cities in 2008.

Caprio Is Costume Design Respondent



eth Kander, a writer, actress and 
consultant based in Jackson, MS, is 
the 2012 winner of SETC’s Charles 

M. Getchell New Play Award.
 A proud Mississippi Arts Commission 
Literary Fellow, Kander also serves as 
President of Fondren Theatre Workshop and 
playwriting chair for the 
Mississippi Theatre As-
sociation. 
 She has had scripts 
workshopped and pro-
duced by many com-
panies, including the 
Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art, London, 
England; 11:11 The-
atre Company, Bos-
ton; Heartland Theatre, 
Normal, IL; Spare Change Theatre, New 
York; Downtown Arts Center/BCTC, Lex-
ington, KY; and Planet Ant in Detroit. Her 
most recent publication is Glubbery Gray: 
The Knight-Eating Beast. 
 As an actor, Kander has appeared in 
several short films, long-form corporate 
videos, regional TV and radio commercials, 
and numerous stage productions. 
 She holds a BA from Brandeis University 
and a Master’s degree in Social Work (MSW) 
from the University of Michigan. 
 She shares the following synopsis of 
Scrambled, her winning play: “Sara is 
wisecracking, single, broke and secular. 
Neshama is serious, married, infertile and 
Orthodox. When fate, God and Sara’s Epis-
copalian roommate bring these two Jewish 
women together, each must question what 
really matters, what they really want – and 
what they’re willing to do to get it. As Sara 
considers donating her eggs, and Neshama 
ponders accepting them, both women find 
themselves unexpectedly scrambled.”
 Scrambled will be presented as a staged 
reading at the SETC Convention at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, March 9. Playwright Lisa Soland 
will serve as respondent. The play also will 
be considered for publication in the Fall 2012 
issue of Southern Theatre.

Are You SETC’s Next 
Getchell Winner?

Entries accepted March 1 - June 1 

Charles M. Getchell Award
www.setc.org/theatre/new-play-contest

nita “Jordan” Tyndall, a senior at East Wake Academy in Zebu-
lon, NC, is the 2012 winner of SETC’s High School Playwriting 
Contest. She plans to attend the University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro (UNCG) and major in sign language interpreting with 
a minor in drama.
 She shares the following synopsis of Forgotten, her winning play: 
“Lauren’s plans to finish college are put on hold when her mother in-
vites Lauren’s ailing grandmother to move in with the two of them and 
appoints Lauren as her primary caregiver.”
 Forgotten, which is Jordan’s first play, will be presented as a staged 
reading at the SETC Convention at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 10.
 Each year SETC provides an emerging playwright in high school with the opportunity to 
attend the annual convention with a parent/guardian and receive a staged reading/response 
as well as a $250 honorarium. More info: www.setc.org/theatre/hs-new-play-contest.

 

Where’s the Party in Chattanooga?
ere are just a few of the informal and formal socializing opportunities you will find at 
SETC 2012. Check your convention program for locations and details.

WEDNESDAY
Opening Night Performance, The Choo Choo Kids, 6 - 7 p.m.
Everyone welcome! Join us for an evening of enter-
tainment and fun as Chattanooga’s award-winning 
Choo Choo Kids perform! 
High School Students’ Opening Night Pizza and 
Improv, 7 - 9 p.m.
Sponsored by Open Jar Productions. Must be pre-
registered to attend. Pizza and pop followed by an 
improv session with Broadway and British actor and 
director James Gray. 
Design-Tech Mixer, 8 - 9:30 p.m., Sponsored by 
TOMCAT, USA, and Vari*Lite. Open to all in design and technical fields.

THURSDAY
Presenters’ Thank You Reception, 5 - 6:30 p.m. Presenter’s ribbon required. 
Theatre Trivia Bar Quiz, 7 - 10 p.m. Open to all. Get three friends and make a team to 
answer trivia questions.                      
Theatre for Youth Meet & Greet, 7 - 9:30 p.m. Sponsored by Dramatic Publishing. Open 
to all in youth theatre.

FRIDAY
Friday Lunch, 1 - 2:20 p.m. Sponsored by state theatre organizations. Open to all. Ticket: 
$20. Purchase until noon Thursday, March 8, at Registration Desk, Convention Center 
North Lobby.
State Meetings, 4 - 5:20 p.m. Everyone welcome. Find out what is happening in your state!                                                  

Design Awards Ceremony, 8:30 p.m. Everyone welcome. Competition winners announced.

SATURDAY
SETC President’s Reception, Banquet Gala and 63rd Annual Awards Ceremony, 7 p.m.  

Aerial entertainment by D2 Flying Effects and 
music from Sweet Georgia Sound. Open to 
all. Banquet ticket: $30. Purchase until 5 p.m. 
Thursday, March 8, at Registration Desk, 
Convention Center North Lobby.

Celebration Dance, 10 p.m. - Midnight. Open 
to all. Dance into the night with Sweet Georgia 
Sound. All ages will enjoy the big band sound 
of Chattanooga’s award-winning swing and 
ballroom dance band. 

H
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CONVENTION NEWS, SOCIAL EVENTS

Beth Kander Is Named 
2012 Getchell Award Winner

B

Beth Kander

Jordan Tyndall Wins SETC’s High School Playwriting Contest

Choo Choo Kids 

Sweet Georgia Sound

Jordan Tyndall

A

www.setc.org/theatre/new-play-contest
www.setc.org/theatre/hs-new-play-contest


he History/Theory/Criticism/Lit-
erature Committee announces the 
2012 Young Scholar’s Award win-

ners and invites convention attendees to the 
reading of the winning papers on Saturday, 
March 10, at 9 a.m. Information about the 
2013 Young Scholars Award also will be 
shared at this meeting.
 The 2012 undergraduate winners are Lo-
ren Biggerstaff and Mical Isenberg. Loren’s 
paper is “The Modernization of Melodrama 
through Show Boat and Sweeney Todd.” Mi-
cal’s paper is “Engaging the Mind: Marxist 
Reactions in Theatrical 
Practice.”    
 We also have a num-
ber of workshops on the 
convention program, in-
cluding popular repeats 
such as Chris Rich’s 
series of panels on dra-
maturgy, and the recur-
ring British playwrights’ 
session, with this year’s focus on Scottish 
playwright Liz Lochhead. Other sessions of 
interest include a discussion of the Royal 

The area where Design Competition entries 
are displayed is open to the public, so please 
come see the magnificent array of student 
work! 
 We are thrilled to have three amazing 
Distinguished Designers this year: Richard 
Pilbrow, Tony Walton and Jennifer Caprio. 
Please join us Thursday night at 7 p.m. for 
the annual designer keynote presentation, 
where these designers will discuss their 
careers and design processes as well as 
take questions from the audience. In ad-
dition, Pilbrow and Walton are this year’s 
Distinguished Career Award winners and 
will give a convention keynote presentation 
at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 10.
 Please also join us for the annual De-
sign & Technology Interest Group meeting 
at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 10. For 
updates throughout the convention, follow 
us on Twitter at #SETC_DT.

4

t SETC 2012, you’ll find a full slate 
of workshops geared toward student 
and professional actors, as well as 

numerous sessions where directors will 
discuss rehearsal techniques, casting and 
table work. 
 Student performers have the opportunity 
to learn both the business side of the art 
and numerous new techniques, such as 
Viewpoints and long-form improvisation. 
 Professional actors will find a number of 
workshops geared toward honing their craft.  
Along with the Michael Chekhov multi-part 
workshops, you will find workshops on many 
nontraditional forms, and discussions on 
getting and maintaining a weighty resume.
 The Acting/Directing Interest Group will 
hold its annual meeting at 5:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 7. Members will discuss 
workshops they would like to see at the an-
nual spring convention. Additionally, we will 
hold an open forum where members may 
suggest keynote speakers for upcoming 
conventions.
 All convention attendees with an inter-
est in acting or directing are encouraged to 
attend our annual meeting, as it is a great 
opportunity to meet with others who wish 
to be engaged in SETC and have a voice in 
future convention planning.

Austin Barrow, Chair
Acting/Directing Committee 

austinb@eldofest.com

he SETC Digital Cinema and Televi-
sion Festival will take over the Chat-
tanooga Amphitheatre on Saturday, 

March 10, offering a 
full day of screenings: 
shor ts, features, fan 
films and webisodes. 
 We’ve adjusted the 
schedule with morning 
and afternoon sessions 
to allow participants to 
attend the Saturday key-
notes without missing 
any part of the festival.
 Look for the full schedule outside the 
screening room and on the convention no-
tice board on Thursday. A short comments 
period will follow each screening and at-
tendees will be able to vote for best of show 
in each category at the end of the day. 
 Bring your ideas for next year’s festival to 
the Film and Television Interest Meeting at 
5 p.m. on Saturday, March 10.

 Ken Parks, Chair
Film/Television Committee

kparks@randolphcollege.edu
he Cultural Diversity Committee 
is pleased to have an abundance 
of programming covering multiple 

interests this year. Topics include defining 
gay theatre, working 
with the homeless, Chi-
nese puppetry and even 
ethnomimetic studies of 
community. 
    Bring your breakfast 
and join us for our three 
roundtable discussions 
at 8 a.m.! Our topic on 
Thursday is Lesbian, 
Gay, Transsexual, Bisexual, Questioning 
(LGTBQ) issues. On Friday, we will discuss 
women’s theatre, African-American theatre 
and non-Western theatre. On Saturday, the 
topic is diversity in community theatre. 
 Other sessions of interest include a 
meeting of the Association of Theatre Art-
ists for Social Change (Thursday, 10:30 
a.m.), Scenes from Arabic Drama (Friday, 
9 a.m.), Applied Theatre in Action (Friday, 7 
p.m.), and How to Mount a World Premiere 
(Saturday, 1 p.m.). 
 All who are interested in cultural diversity 
are invited to join us at our interest group 
meeting on Thursday, March 8, at 4 p.m.

film/tv
View Digital Cinema and TV Festival

history
Explore Young Scholars’ papers

acting/directing
Discover workshops for students and pros

diversity
Discuss issues over coffee

T

design/tech

Michael Barnett, Chair
Design/Tech Committee

lighting@olemiss.edu

Don’t miss designer keynote sessions

A T

he Design & Technology Committee 
is very excited to have over 50 work-
shops covering all areas of design 

and technology on the program at this year’s 
SETC Convention. You are sure to find many 
that will serve as wonderful sources of enter-
tainment and education. 
 Join us in kicking 
off the convention with 
the Design/Tech Mixer, 
sponsored by TOMCAT 
USA and Vari*Lite, at 
8 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 7. 
 This year we have 
over 130 entrants in the 
Design Competition in Costume Crafts, Cos-
tume Design, Lighting Design, Properties 
Design, Scenic Design and Sound Design. 

INTEREST AREA NEWS, EVENTS

Adanma O. Barton, Chair
 Cultural Diversity Committee
adanma_barton@berea.edu

T

T

Ken Parks

Michael Barnett

Adanma O. Barton

Kathi E.B. Ellis

mailto:austinb@eldofest.com
mailto:kparks@randolphcollege.edu
mailto:lighting@olemiss.edu
mailto:adanma_barton@berea.edu


Court Theatre’s history, and how Gertrude 
Stein and Thornton Wilder’s friendship influ-
enced early 20th century American drama. 
Concerned that your theatre has a ghost? 
There’s a session for that! Don’t forget the 
National Theatre Honor Societies and the 
Theatre Symposium meetings.
 Please join us for the annual History/
Theory/Criticism/Literature Interest Group 
meeting on Saturday, March 10, at noon.

God; Modernism and 
Christianity: How Liter-
ary Movements Provide 
Insight; and Theatre Art-
ist as Image-Bearer and 
Creator. 
 If our programming 
or our interest area ap-
peals to you, please look 
me up in Chattanooga. 

know I’m a bit biased, but …. trans-
formative narrative acting begins 
with the voice. Exploring all the dif-

ferent methods of achieving a voice available 
to react within the given circumstances is 
what the physically interactive workshops at 
the SETC Convention are all about. There 
are many paths to center, and finding yours 
is a journey into the myriad offerings of 
master teachers. Sample them here, now, 
and begin your journey to your voice, the 
narrative instrument of theatre, film, TV and 
recorded media. 
 This year we are especially excited to 
bring master teacher Dudley Knight to the 
SETC Convention. His 
book, Speaking with 
Skill: A Skills Based 
Approach to Speech 
Training, which will be 
published in April, is go-
ing to finally disseminate 
to a broad readership 
his training for the next 
generation of speech 
specialists. It is going to revolutionize the 
way actors are taught and learn accents and 
dialects. Starting from a linguistic perspec-
tive and a strong trust in the intelligence of 
the actor, Knight gives the actor playful and 
powerful methods to relearn language skills 
and therefore gives them the tools to make 
physical choices in the moment. Brilliant. 
 Come hear Knight speak Friday, March 9,  
at 10:30 a.m. about how he developed this 
work, how he applied it, how he teaches it, 
and how you can use it! 
 Our interest group meeting is on Thurs-
day, March 8, at 4 p.m. All are invited to 
attend.

he Playwriting Committee is very 
busy at this year’s SETC Conven-
tion. Programs include two staged 

play readings: the Charles M. Getchell Award 
winner, Scrambled by Beth Kander, Friday, 
March 9, 7 - 10 p.m.; and our High School 
Playwriting Contest Award winner, Forgotten 
by Anita “Jordan” Tyndall, Saturday, March 
10, 10:30 - 11:50 a.m. (See more detail on 
them and their plays, Page 3.) There is also 
an open rehearsal for the Getchell play the 
night before, same time and same location. 
 We also have a number of presentations 
dealing with a very wide range of subject 
matter, from collabora-
tion to teacher training 
to character building, 
storytelling on stage, 
creating a solo perfor-
mance piece, dialogue, 
playwriting exercises, 
monologues, improvisa-
tion, translating foreign 
plays, and meeting with 
publishers. 
 Our annual Playwriting Interest Group 
Meeting is Friday, March 9, at 9 a.m. All in-
terested are welcome to come and provide 
their points of view and experiences.

 hether you are an experienced 
performer, an educator or a stu-
dent, you will find a diverse offering 

of programs in stage movement at SETC 
2012. We are featuring workshops cover-
ing a range of movement topics, including 
physical characterization, clowning, stage 
combat, Laban, Alexander Technique, View-
points, Commedia dell’Arte and Chekhov’s 

psychological gesture.   
      Be sure also to check 

out the SETC master 
class titled Performer 
Flying and Aerial Arts 
on Friday, March 9, for 
some innovative per-
formance and staging 
techniques. Consult 
your convention pro-

gram for details on new workshops such as 
Michael Chekhov and the Basic Principles of 
Alexander Technique; and Shakespearean 
Words and Violence: A Combat Workshop.
 Movement educators and profes-
sionals: Mark your calendars to attend 
the “Explorations in Movement” session 
on Wednesday, March 7, at 7 p.m. We will 
discuss hot topics in movement training and 
share training approaches and exercises.  
 Performers and students: Join us at 
8 a.m. on Thursday, March 8, and Friday, 
March 9, to start your day right with the “All-
Conference Actor Warm-Up,” co-sponsored 
by the Voice and Speech Committee. 
 All who have a passion for stage move-
ment and physical theatre are invited to the 
Stage Movement Interest Group meeting on 
Thursday, March 8, at 10:30 a.m., to share 
ideas for programs, events and potential 
guest artists for the SETC 2013 Convention.  

Cara Rawlings, Chair
Stage Movement Committee

crawlings@vt.edu
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Kathi E.B. Ellis, Chair
History/Theory/Crit/Lit Committee

theatrekate@gmail.com

voice/speech
Gain insights from Knight, others 

Find faith, theatre connections

W

movement
Discover new ideas

Vivian Majkowski, Chair
Voice and Speech Committee

vmajkows@gmail.com

religion

playwriting
Attend play readings, workshops

Steve Burch, Chair
Playwriting Committee

sburch@as.ua.edu

T

I

I

E. Bert Wallace, Chair
Religion and Theatre Committee

wallacebe@campbell.edu

Steve Burch

INTEREST AREA NEWS, EVENTS

E. Bert Wallace

f you’re interested in how faith and 
theatre intersect, please come to 
the Religion and Theatre interest 

Group meeting at the SETC Convention 
on Friday, March 9, at noon. This will be an 
informal chance to meet others with similar 
interests and discuss what you would like 
to see from the committee. As chair, I’ll also 
lead a discussion about the possibility of a 
Religion & Theatre Festival next year.
 Our committee is sponsoring a number 
of interesting sessions. Programs include: 
Integrating Faith and Learning in Theatre 
for Colleges and Universities; Theatre and 
Spirituality-Human Meaning and Experi-
ence; The Artist as Servant: Theatre De-
partments in Religiously Affiliated Schools; 
Quo Vadis? The Christian Actor in the 21st 
Century; Putting the Drama Back into the 
Public Reading of Scripture; Onstage with 

Cara Rawlings

Vivian Majkowski

mailto:crawlings@vt.edu
mailto:theatrekate@gmail.com
mailto:vmajkows@gmail.com
mailto:sburch@as.ua.edu
mailto:wallacebe@campbell.edu


Don’t miss the Fringe Festival!

Sanjie: A Chinese Myth in the Tradition 
of Shadow Puppet Theatre (above) will 
kick off the tenth annual SETC Fringe 
Festival at 9:30 a.m. Friday, March 9. 
The play, written and directed by Lissa 
L. Graham of Murray State University, 
is one of seven plays in this year’s 
Fringe Festival. Check your convention 
program for details.

Commercial Exhibits 
and Education Expo 
Exhibits, take a dance 
class, study various 
ac t ing  techn iques 
and network to make 
connections in the field 
of theatre. 
 Be sure to make 
time to hear this year’s 
impressive keynote 
speakers. Thursday: 
actor and teacher Rich-
ard Robichaux. Friday: 
Tony Award-winning actor Roger Robinson. 
Saturday: celebrated theatrical artists Tony 
Walton and Richard Pilbrow. 
 To help plan your daily schedule in ad-
vance, please visit www.setc.org/theatre/
schedule, where you can view all of the 
programs and events at the 2012 SETC 
Convention. 
 See you in Chattanooga!

to strengthen SETC 
and its members.
 We also engaged 
our board leadership 
in an intensive period 
of active imagining, 
raising questions and 
thinking about the fu-
ture as we undertook 
a journey of strate-
gic planning. Working 
as representatives for 
you, our membership, 
our board has three 
major functions: supporting the financial 
health of the organization, creating and 
maintaining the vision, and developing and 
implementing policy.
 SETC has been blessed to have many 
gifted leaders in its long history. It has been a 
humbling privilege for me to serve and learn 
as SETC’s President these past two years, 
and to work with so many distinguished 
friends and colleagues. 
 What’s next? SETC’s future is an ever-
evolving path defined by all of us, inspired by 
our vision of ourselves and what we hope to 
become. That is the stuff of theatre - explor-
ing the human experience. Race you to the 
March convention!
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Reflections from SETC’s Outgoing President

Choo-Choo to Chattanooga ...
SETC 2012 Is Just Around the Corner!
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S From the 
President

Alan Litsey

From the 
Programming  
Vice-President 

Steve Bayless

t’s only a short time now until the 
2012 SETC Convention in Chatta-
nooga. We have planned an exciting 

and varied four days. 
 New activities include: 

•	 a welcome pizza party and improv 
session for pre-registered high school 
students on Wednesday evening; 

•	 a roundtable discussion for all state 
presidents, with Bill Murray as emcee; 

•	 a Performing Flying and Aerial Arts 
Master Class; 

•	 a Theatre Trivia Night; and
•	 a voice and speech workshop by fea-

tured guest artist Dudley Knight.
 In addition you will be able to experience 
such perennial favorites as the Theatre for 
Youth, Community Theatre, High School, 
Fringe and Ten-Minute Play Festivals. 
 Each day at the convention, you 
can attend an actor’s warm-up session, 
explore programs on diversity, gain a fresh 
perspective from a keynote speaker, visit the 

‘We do not see things as they are. We see them as we are.’ - The Talmud

ETC, so much like the art form we 
love, is in constant creative change. 
When I arrived as a member of the 

Executive Committee, our organization 
had grown exponentially in 10 short years, 
offering even more services to emerging 
and seasoned ar tists, educators and 
technicians. Our expansion was inspired 
by our membership’s passion to build on 
SETC’s strengths.
 We are now a regional organization 
whose identity transcends our proud South-
ern roots. SETC’s family tree extends across 
the country. We offer more master classes, 
new scholarships and festivals and more 
social and networking events than ever 
before.
 We do our best work as an SETC com-
munity when we model the process of the 
theatre: creating a safe space to collaborate, 
imagine, think critically and build on strong 
goals. In 2010, board members, staff and 
other stakeholders began examination of 
our governance process – a vital prior-
ity for action. Our new mission statement 
emerged: “Connecting You to Opportunities 
in Theatre.” A new board training process 
was developed. Board member roles were 
discussed and clarified. We became inten-
tional about envisioning future collaborations 

Share Your SETC Experiences 
with Others on Facebook, Twitter

Join in the fun! Share your thoughts, 
pictures and stories from SETC 2012 
in Chattanooga on social media.

Follow us on Facebook: 
Southeastern Theatre Conference 
Post your experiences, high-

lights and what’s happening with you 
during the convention.

Tweet with us on Twitter:
#setcTweet 
Mention us in your tweets 

about the SETC Convention!

Send your stories and photos directly 
to judi@setc.org, and we will post 
selected items on our wall.

 Two graduate students in this year’s 
Design Competition will be chosen as 
winners of SETC’s Ready for Work Award 
and will  receive an opportunity to design a 
show for a professional theatre. 
 The Warehouse Theatre in Green-
vil le, SC, and Children’s Theatre of 
Charlotte in North Carolina each will 
offer work opportunities to the winners. 
 In addition, SETC will provide a cash 
award to assist the winners with expenses. 
The winners will be chosen based on a 
portfolio review and a personal interview.

‘Ready for Work’ Award Winners 
Will Receive Design Opportunities

www.setc.org/theatre/schedule
www.setc.org/theatre/schedule


very year I look forward to the SETC 
Convention. It is a great chance for me 
to meet the folks that read this column.  

This year, I’m presenting two different sessions.  
 My first session on Thursday, March 8, at noon 
will be a presentation and discussion about dis-
crimination issues for the theatre. Discrimination 
can occur in many areas: age, sex, race, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender-identity, national 
origin, disability and others. I will explore how 
nondiscrimination laws apply to nontraditional casting and color-blind casting.  The 
presentation also will cover federal laws, state laws, local ordinances and employment 
nondiscrimination policies.  
 My second session on Friday, March 9, at 1 p.m., will cover legal issues for the 
performing arts: copyright, contracts, personal injury, employment, censorship, 
nonprofits, collaborations and more.  
 At both sessions, there will be a lively opportunity for questions from those attending. 
See you in Chattanooga.

Theatre
 and the Law
by Dan Ellison

Ask the Lawyer: Bring Your Questions to the SETC Convention

Dan Ellison is a Durham, NC-based attorney who has concentrated on arts-related 
law and nonprofit law for 20 years and teaches a Legal Issues for the Performing 
Arts course at Duke University. He can be reached at artandmuseumlaw@aol.com. 
Note: The contents of this column are intended for general information purposes only 
and should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion on any specific facts or 
circumstance.

A
Q I didn’t sign up for the SETC Teacher’s Institute. Is there still time 

to register and attend this event?

Yes! You can register and pay the $65 fee on-site for this day-
long interactive seminar, Playwriting and Performance across 
the Curriculum, which will be held on Wednesday, March 7, at 
the Sheraton Read House, 827 Broad Street, Chattanooga, TN. 

Is this just for teachers? Or can students majoring in education 
also come to the Institute?

Yes, students are welcome to attend. The Teacher’s Institute is designed for 
teachers and directors of theatre arts, teachers who use or integrate theatre 
techniques into their curriculum, and those studying to be teachers. Presenters 
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CONVENTION, STATE NEWS

MISSISSIPPI
Theatre Association

The Mississippi Theatre Association held its 
annual festival in Gulfport in January.
Number Attending: 650.
Winners of Community Theatre 
Festival: For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When The Rainbow 
Was Enuf, Delta Center Stage, Greenville, 
MS; God of Carnage, Tupelo Community 
Theatre, Tupelo, MS. 
Winners of High School Theatre 
Festival: Jungalbook, Oak Grove High 
School, Hattiesburg, MS; Metamorphoses, 
Oxford High School, Oxford, MS.
Idea to Share: Bring Playwright 
in for Multiple Events. This year we 
invited New York City playwright and actor 
Frank Blocker to serve 
as the final adjudica-
tor for our playwriting 
competition.  He led a 
discussion following the 
staged readings of the 
plays, as well as a play-
wrights summit. Frank 
also performed his one-
man show, Southern 
Gothic Novel. We also 
awarded Wayne and Jo Durst of Mississippi 
State University with the Cowboy Maloney 
Award which is presented periodically to 
an individual(s) who has made significant 
contributions to theatre in Mississippi.
- Stephen Cunetto, MTA Executive Director
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Stephen Cunetto
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Texas Designer Wins 2012 SETC T-Shirt Design Contest

elly Richards, a freelance graphic 
designer who also is the develop-
ment coordinator for Katy Visual and 

Performing Arts in the Houston, TX, area, 
is the winner of SETC’s first T-Shirt Design 
Contest. Official 2012 SETC Convention 
T-shirts bearing Richards’ design will be 
available for purchase in the Convention 
Gear and Info Hub area in the Chattanooga 
Convention Center North Lobby area, along 
with a variety of SETC T-shirts and gear.

Kelly Richards (left) and the T-shirt design she 
created, using the SETC swirl.

ake plans to attend the session, 
“Become a Writer or Editorial Board 
Member for Southern Theatre, 

SETC’s Popular Magazine,” at 9 a.m. on 
Friday, March 9. At this meeting, you will 
receive information about writing for the 
magazine, as well as details on becoming a 
member of the Editorial Board. Professionals, 
teachers and 
students al l 
m a y  w r i t e 
for Southern 
Theatre and 
s e r v e  o n 
the Editorial 
Board. Writers 
are invited to 
bring potential 
story ideas to 
the meeting 
for discussion.  

Are You Interested in Writing for 
Southern Theatre Magazine?

Q

include Nicole Lorenzetti of Young Playwrights, Inc.; Dean Slusser, author of Adjudicat-
ing Theatre Performance: Responding to Competitions and Festivals; and Kate Forbes 
Dallimore, co-creator of The Muse of Fire Project.

Barter Theatre
Born in the Great Depression,  
Surviving the Great Recession

Burning Man
Lessons in Creativity at the World’s 
Largest Participatory Outdoor Drama

Volume LIII Number 2 • Spring 2012 • $8.00
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PEOPLE
on the move

Gogo Lomo-David, winner of SETC’s 
Secondary School Scholarship in 2007, won 
the Marvin Sims Diversity Award in Acting 
and was named 1st alternate in the Irene 
Ryan Acting Scholarships Program during 
the Region IV Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival in February 2012. 
He is a student at North Carolina A & T State 
University in Greensboro.

    In Memoriam 
Paul Furey Favini, professor of 
costume design and interim director of 
the School of Theatre and Dance at the 
University of Florida, died Jan 29, 2012, 
after a long battle with cancer. He had 
been a member of SETC since 2007 
and also was active in Region IV of 
the Kennedy Center American College 
Theater Festival. He was 51.

What’s New with Technology at the SETC Central Office?

SETC News is published bimonthly
for the Southeastern Theatre Confer-
ence. Deadline for next issue: April 10. 
Please send news items to:
Deanna Thompson, Editor 
Phone: 336-292-6041
E-mail: deanna@setc.org
or to: 
Southeastern Theatre Conference
1175 Revolution Mill Drive, Studio 14
Greensboro, NC 27405
Phone: 336-272-3645
E-mail: info@setc.org
Website: www.setc.org

Where to Send News

H

by Don Wolfe

Theatre
 Bytes

ave you wondered how SETC’s Central Office 
operation keeps pace with the increasing 
plethora of new technical services?

 I recently asked Executive Director Betsey Baun, 
Communications and Marketing Manager Judi Ross-
abi and Professional Theatre Services Manager April 
Marshall to answer some questions about SETC web-
site technology. Their answers appear below. SETC is 
lucky to have a devoted and professional staff.
 If you have questions or observations regarding 
SETC and the emerging cyber world, please send them to me at the e-mail address below. 

Are SETC’s website services heavily utilized?
SETC’s home page has received 112,500+ views since July 1. The website (www.setc.org) 
contains information on virtually every aspect of SETC’s offerings.

Have new website services been added? And are there others you would like to adopt?
We recently added mobile website technology. Now, users can interface quicker and better 
using mobile communication devices, including iPhone, iPad, and Droid devices. We would 
like to add apps for next year’s events.

Does SETC analyze current usage to evaluate its programs and services?
Twice a year, we conduct surveys targeted to specific annual SETC Convention and Fall 
Meeting functions. We use these results to refine and improve our year-round services. In 
addition, we analyze the make-up of our constituency to ensure that we are providing the 
type of services that best meet all members’ needs.

Do members make good use of features such as Job Contact and the online directory?
Many thousands of people access our online job service each year, and members rely on 
our online directory. We strive to keep up-to-date with rapidly changing technology and let 
our members know when we make changes.

Convention registration has been updated to provide rapid and efficient online 
registration. Can we expect other streamlined services soon?
Yes. In the near future, look for the Job Contact Bulletin to be streamlined and more innovative 
than ever before.

What features are being added to Job Contact?
Many people already use both the on-site Job Contact Service and the Job Contact Bulletin 
job advertisement service, but there is always room for more growth. We are working to make 
Job Contact Bulletin better and faster – both 
for organizations posting jobs and for folks 
seeking jobs. By building both the employee 
and the hiring theatre/company databases, 
we will make SETC the place to connect for 
all theatre job opportunities. Look for more 
details soon on the changes. We also would 
like to make sure everyone knows that Job 
Contact (Bulletin and Service) is not just for 
technicians. It also covers administrative, 
teaching/educational positions as well as all 
areas of design and technical skills. 

How can members get involved?
SETC is looking for a new name for our job 
connection services that will reflect the full 
scope of what we provide – both off-stage 
job opening posts and audition notices. 
Have an idea? Send your suggestion to April 
Marshall via april@setc.org.

Don Wolfe is professor emeritus at Wake Forest 
University and a former SETC President. He 
can be reached at wolfe@wfu.edu.

SETC Executive Director Betsey Baun 
recently received the Gold Medallion 
Award for 2012 from the Kennedy 
Center American College Theater 
Festival (KCACTF) Region IV.  The Gold 
Medallion Award honors individuals 
or organizations who have made 
extraordinary contributions to the 
teaching and producing of theatre 
and have significantly dedicated their 
time, artistry and 
enthusiasm to the 
development of the 
Kennedy Center 
American College 
Theater Festival.
 Shelly Elman, 
chair of Region IV, 
KCACTF, noted 
that Baun has, throughout her 12 
years at SETC, worked to enhance 
and strengthen ties between SETC 
and KCACTF while also demonstrating 
a strong commitment to excellence in 
educational theatre. The Gold Medallion 
is the most prestigious award given by 
KCACTF and is considered one of the 
great honors in theatre education.

Betsey Baun Honored by KCACTF 
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