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READY FOR KNOXVILLE?
Here’s the Info You Need to Hit the Ground Running!
HOW CAN I GET A PROGRAM BEFORE I ARRIVE?
You can view all of the events happening at SETC 2019 online at
2019setcconvention.sched.com or via SETC’s mobile app on your
phone or tablet now. Where can you find changes after arriving
at the convention? The app!
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Thank You, SETC!

Look for the SETC mobile app now in the Google Play Store
(Android phone and tablet) here or in the Apple App Store
(iPhone, iPad and iPod Touch) here. The app is powered by Sched
and sponsored by Arts People, software for the performing arts.
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Deanna Thompson, Editor
deanna@setc.org

WHERE IS REGISTRATION?
Head to the Clinch Concourse lobby, located adjacent to the Clinch Avenue
main entrance to the Knoxville Convention Center, to find Convention Registration.
This is where you’ll pick up your convention packet, get answers at the Info Hub, buy
convention gear and place Silent Auction bids.

WHERE CAN I PARK FOR EVENTS?
Southeastern Theatre
Conference, Inc.

Parking is available in a number of lots and garages, as well as at various hotels. Fees
vary, but parking is free nights and weekends at some locations. View parking options
here.
Registration: setc.org/convention

2019 SETC CONVENTION: DINING AND DOING

SETC 2019

KNOXVILLE FOOD/TRANSPORTATION

Feb. 27 - March 3
Knoxville, TN

KEYNOTE
SPEAKERS

LEVI KREIS
Tony Award-winning
Actor-Singer
2:30 p.m., Thursday

WHERE CAN I GET FOOD/DRINK IN THE CONVENTION CENTER?
Grab quick food and beverages at concession stands in the Exhibit Hall and in the
Convention Center Rotunda Room. Plus, there will be food trucks on the Outdoor
Plaza Terrace (2nd floor) and various food carts/vendors on the Clinch, Henley and
Cumberland Concourses (3rd floor). Check your convention program for more details
and hours.
ELYZABETH
GREGORY WILDER
Acclaimed Playwright
2:30 p.m., Friday

WHAT OTHER DINING OPTIONS ARE NEARBY?
There are dozens of restaurants in the downtown Knoxville area, including many popular dining spots in the Market Square area. Click here to explore the many options
available on the VisitKnoxville website or stop by the Info Hub in the SETC Marketplace on the Clinch Concourse for a list of options.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE EVENING?
On Friday night during the convention, downtown Knoxville comes alive with the
Downtown Knox First Friday ArtWalk, featuring art, music, food and fun. Find more
info here. Or follow the Knoxville Ale Trail, visiting more than a dozen craft breweries
around town. Learn more here.
Also, be sure to check your convention schedule for times and locations of the many
festival performances, social events, staged readings and workshops in the evening.
MURIEL MIGUEL
Founding Member,
Spiderwoman Theater
SETC Distinguished
Career Award Winner
2:30 p.m., Saturday

HOW CAN I GET AROUND IF I DON’T WANT TO WALK OR DRIVE?
In addition to the usual Uber and Lyft options, you can hop on a free trolley (pictured
above) that runs to restaurants and all convention locations except the Community
Theatre Festival. (See Page 4 for shuttle information for that festival). To get around the
downtown and campus areas, another option is Joyride, a service that uses golf carts to
transport people for $3 per ride.
More info: setc.org/convention

www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: FESTIVALS

Community Theatre Festival Adjudicators

FESTIVAL BASICS:
What You Need to Know
Community Theatre Festival
The Community Theatre
Festival will be held Thursday,
Feb. 28, through Saturday,
March 2, at Austin-East
Magnet High School, 2800
Martin Luther King Jr. Ave.,
a 12-minute drive from the
Knoxville Convention Center.
Click here for more info. See
Page 4 of this newsletter
for more information on the
venue and the free shuttle.
High School Festival
The High School Theatre
Festival will be held Thursday,
Feb. 28, and Friday, March
1, at the Knoxville Civic
Auditorium and Coliseum,
500 Howard Baker Jr. Blvd.,
an 18-minute walk from the
Knoxville Convention Center.
Click here for more info.
Theatre for Youth Festival
The Theatre for Youth
Festival (more info here) will
be held Thursday, Feb. 28,
in the Knoxville Convention
Center Ballrooms E through
G. The Fringe Festival
(more info here) will be held
Thursday, Feb. 28, and Friday,
March 1, and the Ten-Minute
Play Festival performances
(more info here) will be held
Thursday, Feb. 28, in this
same location.

James Alexander Bond

T.K. Lee

Amy Wratchford

Freelance Director

Mississippi University for Women

American Shakespeare Center

High School Theatre Festival Adjudicators

Diane Carr

Moses Goldberg

Herb Parker

Educational Theatre Association

Stage One, Retired

East Tennessee State University

Theatre for Youth
Festival
Respondents

10-Minute
Play Festival
Respondent

Tim Webb

Rhonda Wilson

Todd Ristau

Co-founder, Oily Cart

Star Center Children’s Theatre

Hollins Playwright’s Lab

More info: setc.org/festivals-convention
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: FESTIVALS

Austin-East Magnet High School Hosts
Community Theatre Festival
t

in KNOXVILLE
A GLASS SETC
GOBO!

t

Thanks to Norcostco,
a theatrical supplies
company, and Rosco,
an entertainment
lighting and accessories
manufacturer, for
sponsoring a unique
glass gobo that
will debut at the
convention, bearing the
SETC logo.

A PRINTED HS
FEST PROGRAM!

t

Thanks to Hollins
University for sponsoring the High School
Theatre Festival, making a printed festival
program possible.
Hollins University is an
all-woman liberal arts
university in Virginia.

DESIGN/TECH
MIXER SPONSOR!

Thanks to new sponsor
Point Source Audio, a
design, engineering,
and manufacturing
company in the audio
industry!

Plan to attend the 2019 Community Theatre Festival
to see outstanding theatre from around the Southeast.
The festival will take place in the performance space at
Austin-East Magnet High School, a comprehensive high
school focused on combining academic rigor and showcasing art. Students have a plethora of options, including
West African dance, West African drums, modern dance, ballet, theatre, culinary arts,
cosmetology, visual art, performing band and concert band.
All Community Theatre Festival performances are free. However, donations can be
made at the door of the performance hall to help fund renovations and updates
to the performing arts wing at Austin-East Magnet High School. Learn more about
Austin-East Magnet High School here.

Take the Free Shuttle to the Community Theatre Festival!
SETC is providing a free shuttle to take attendees to and from the Knoxville
Convention Center and Austin-East Magnet High School. Simply show your SETC
name badge to board.
Convention Center Pick-Up: Clinch Concourse Drop-Off Lane
The shuttle will run Thursday, Feb. 28, through Saturday, March 2. See your
program for detailed shuttle and performance schedules.

Get a T-Shirt, Discover New Schools at High School Festival
The 2019 High School Theatre Festival not only provides an
opportunity to watch excellent performances, but also is a
chance for high school students to walk away with free T-shirts
and some additional information about undergraduate schools
that are recruiting at the SETC Convention.
Eleven schools have signed up to toss T-shirts into the crowd
before each block of performances at the festival. The T-shirt
toss will take place 10 minutes before each performance block.
Here are the schools that are participating:
American Academy of Dramatic Arts
American Musical Dramatic Academy
East Tennessee State University
Hollins University
Long Island University
Milligan College

Samford University
University of the Arts
Virginia Commonwealth University
Western Illinois University
The York Theatre Company

More info: setc.org/festivals-convention
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: MARKETPLACE

Visit the SETC Marketplace at Convention

Get Social
with SETC
#SETC2019

SETC on Sched
This year’s SETC app,
powered by Sched
and sponsored by
Arts People, makes
networking easier
than ever. Create
your profile to see
who else is attending
the sessions you’re
interested in. Download the app and join
the SETC community
at 2019setcconvention.sched.org.

Silent Auction: Come and participate in
the annual auction that helps raise funds
for the SETC Endowment!
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Join the SETC
convention
conversation on
Instagram, Facebook
and Twitter with the
hashtag #SETC2019.
See real-time
updates, and share
your photos and
experiences.

Information Hub: Visit this booth for general
convention information, schedule changes,
directions, and Lost and Found.
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Located in the Clinch Concourse Lobby, Third Floor of the
Knoxville Convention Center, the SETC Marketplace includes:

setc.org 1949 - 2019
nationwide

Leadership Connection: Meet current SETC board leaders. Ask questions. Find out
how you can volunteer. Explore how you can help build the SETC of the future!
Knoxville Convention & Visitors Bureau Table: Stop by and learn more about
restaurants, places of interest and activities in our host city!
Louisville, KY, Convention & Visitors Bureau Table: Learn about Louisville and the
upcoming SETC Convention, Feb. 26-March 1, 2020.
Convention Gear: Purchase items such as T-shirts (see 2019 design above), hats, keychains and yoga mats at our gear booth. All proceeds benefit the SETC Endowment!

facebook.com/
setc.org
twitter.com/
setctweet
instagram.com/
setc

More info: setc.org/convention
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: EVENTS

Don’t miss the

HAPPY HOUR

Explore Design Hands-on in “Media Lab”

on Thursday!

MEDIA LAB SCHEDULE

4-7 p.m., Cash Bar
CC Rotunda Room

INTEREST/PARTICIPANT
MEETING
9 a.m., Thursday, Feb. 28

Sponsored by:
SETC’s Women in
Theatre (WiT) Interest
Group and Electronic
Theatre Controls (ETC)

WORK SESSION
6-11 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 28
WORK SESSION
6-11 p.m., Friday, March 1

Come by and join
the conversations
surrounding WiT
initiatives.

SHOWCASE OF WORK
11 a.m., Saturday, March 2

Come create and explore lighting, projection and/or sound
design at the SETC Convention in a fully equipped Yeagerlab
during a series of sessions led by Kenton Yeager, head of
the master’s program in entertainment lighting design and
technology at the University of Tennessee Knoxville.

Have Children
Attending the
Convention?
If you would like a
place to relax and
reconnect with them
during the busy
convention days, visit
the Family Room in
Parlour 7 at the Holiday
Inn World’s Fair Park,
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 28, and
Friday, March 1, and
from 8 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., Saturday, March 2.
Parents must ensure
that a responsible
adult is with their
children at all times.

Attend the Thursday session to work with design faculty in creating a project
tailored to your interests. Then, sign up for time to come in and play in the
Yeagerlab. If you like, you can share your work with others at the Saturday
Showcase of Work.
What is the Yeagerlab? It’s a 1 to 6 scale working theatre model that incorporates
advanced lighting, sound and projection systems in a replica of a proscenium
theatre equipped with legs, borders, cyc, scrim and projection screen. In the
Yeagerlab, students can learn and explore in a design-unified and safe setting.
More details here. Or check your program for additional information.

Only a Few Slots Left for Masterclass
Presented by Tim Webb:

Multi-Sensory and Interactive Theatre
for the Very Young and Young People
with Complex Disabilities
Learn from the co-founder of Oily Cart theatre!
Time: 10:30 a.m., Saturday, March 2. Cost: $35.
Pre-registration required. Sign up here.

More info: setc.org/convention
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: DESIGN/TECH

2019 Design Competition Keynotes Offer Advice

Linda Cho
Costume Design

Jonathan Spencer
Lighting Design

Riccardo Hernandez
Scenic Design

Victoria “Toy” Deiorio
Sound Design

Winner of the 2014 Tony
Award for costume design
for A Gentleman’s Guide
to Love and Murder,
Linda Cho works in New
York, at regional theatres
across the country, and
internationally.

The lighting designer
for the 20th anniversary
national tour of Rent,
Jonathan Spencer does
lighting and scenic design
primarily for Broadway,
touring, regional and OffBroadway shows.

Winner of the 2017
Obie Award for
Sustained Excellence
of Scenic Design,
Riccardo Hernandez has
designed more than 250
productions nationally and
internationally.

The first woman nominated
for 14 Jeff Awards (and the
winner of seven), Victoria
Deiorio is a Chicagobased sound designer and
the author of The Art of
Theatrical Sound Design A Practical Guide.

Her advice for young
designers:

His advice for young
designers:

His advice for young
designers:

Her advice for young
designers:

The community of theatre
is surprisingly small and
intimate. This is the great
joy and consequence of
being a theatre artist in
this country. As a young
designer, get to know
your fellow collaborators
in all departments.
Support each other’s
talent, and nurture your
relationships. These are
the artists you will grow
with through the years.
When you are invited
as a guest artist at any
theatre, be a respectful
and excellent guest. Your
reputation for hard work
and your collaborative
attitude will precede you
anywhere you go.

Perhaps something not
said enough to young
designers is that, to be
really great, you will need
to risk revealing yourself
in your work. Cultivate
the same vulnerability
and empathy which we
so casually expect of
our actors, directors and
writers. Open yourself
up to their work, to what
they are doing, and join
them fully in that place.
Weep and laugh deeply.
Make it personal, and
show yourself to us.
Cleverness and aesthetics
are fine, but they will
never resonate with an
audience the way that love
can.

Dare to be a dreamer!
Dare to go against all that
seems probable. Dare to
provoke, to question, to
inspire, to flow with the
flux of change and chance.
Once on this path, discipline yourself in the liberal
arts so that you can learn
from literature, poetry,
history, philosophy, music, film, and from all the
great theatre makers,
from Antonin Artaud to
Ingmar Bergman, from
Angelica Liddell to Romeo
Castellucci, from María
Irene Fornés to Suzan-Lori
Parks. The world awaiting
you is life-changing and
profoundly rewarding.

Everyone’s path is
separate and unique,
and everyone’s path has
value. You will grow your
life step by step with each
project you take on. The
way you work, and how
you work, will determine
which teams you
communicate best with
and that collaboration will
be what is talked about
with others … and so your
career grows because of
word-of-mouth. If you‘re
kind, hard-working,
respectful, open-minded,
willing to learn, humble,
and then talented …
these attributes will take
you very far.

More info: setc.org/design-competition
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: PROFESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT

Getting a Job through SETC:
Jessica Medley
Attending the
Job Fair or Pro
Auditions?
Visit Gus’
Green
Room for
snacks and assistance, courtesy of
Break a Leg Network. Volunteers
will answer questions and give
directions. Show
your professional
auditionee or job
fair badge for entry.
The room, located
in the Exhibit Hall
next to the Theatre
Job Fair, is named
in memory of Troy
“Gus” Gillette, a
longtime SETC
volunteer who
passed away shortly
after the 2017 SETC
Convention.

Need a Job?
Register On-Site
for the Job Fair
More than 100
theatres hiring for
over 4,300 jobs
will be at SETC’s
Theatre Job Fair in
Knoxville, TN.
Click here for
details on how to
register on-site.

Jessica Medley landed her first
acting job at a professional theatre
– a summer stock opportunity at
The Prizery in South Boston, VA –
through the 2018 SETC Professional
Auditions in Mobile, AL.
How did your 2018 experience at SETC
Auditions help you?
Without SETC, I never would have been
connected to The Prizery theatre and
would absolutely never have found out
about that opportunity by myself. Through
this experience, I have learned just how important it is to
do your best to stand out in such a large audition setting, as well as how
important it is to be kind and helpful to others as much as possible. You’ll never get
far in this career if you are not enjoyable to work with and flexible in the callback and
rehearsal space. This opportunity has also brought me a lot of confidence personally
as I now have the tools under my belt to know that I do have what it takes to work as
a professional actor and flourish in this field so long as I keep working towards my
goals and dreams.

Was this your first professional job?
It was my first professional job at a theatre. My first professional gig was in 2017 at the
Royal Palm Railway in Tavares, FL, where I worked on The Polar Express Train Ride,
singing and dancing the story of The Polar Express on a real train.

Where are you currently working?
I graduated in December from the University of Central Florida with a BFA in musical
theatre. I am working full-time as a performer at Universal Orlando and, on my off days,
auditioning for other theme park/regional theatre work. So far, I’ve gotten callbacks for
shows at both Universal and Walt Disney World, so I’m just trying to put my face out
there as much as possible! I also run a YouTube Channel (Jess Medley) where I make
some theatre-related content – and just got to 23,000 subscribers and 2.2 million views.

What type of shows do you like to do best?
I much prefer musicals and shows that carry a message that is relevant to the current
times. I recently did a production of Spring Awakening as Wendla and so enjoyed
being able to share such an important message.

More info: setc.org/spring-professional
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: COMPANY SPOTLIGHT

Hiring through SETC:
Studio Theatre
‘The annual SETC Job Fair showcases some
of the brightest young professionals in
theatre today. It was a pleasure to meet
and speak with the participants, some of
whom have been offered job opportunities
at our company, including our current
marketing multimedia apprentice.’
- Joe Graf, Studio Theatre
Meg Gibson, Kevin Kilner
and Ephraim Birney (left to
right) appear in Admissions
by Joshua Harmon, playing
at the Studio Theatre
through March 10. (Photo by
Teresa Wood)

SETC recently caught up with Joe Graf, education and operations assistant at Studio
Theatre in Washington, DC. Below are excerpts from the interview.

Tell us a little about your theatre.
Studio Theatre was founded in 1978 and is now in its 40th season. We produce
exceptional contemporary theatre in deliberately intimate spaces, fostering a more
thoughtful, more empathetic and more connected community, in Washington, DC,
and beyond. We produce plays of big ideas on a human scale – plays that challenge
assumptions, trigger conversations and offer both surprise and connection.

What type of theatre/stage do you have?
We have four theatres. Our three theatres with permanent seats are all configured in
the thrust and seat fewer than 225 people. Stage 4 is our raw, flexible space, which
generally seats 100-150 people. The size, scale and beauty of the performance spaces
are central to Studio’s programming and artistic identity.

Where do you find your actors and crew? Are they all paid professionals?
Studio Theatre seeks talent from the DC region and across the country. All artists and
crew hired by Studio Theatre are paid.

What other opportunities for work and development do you provide for
your employees?
Our year-long apprentices have the opportunity to work part-time for our Audience
Services Department, which includes house management, concessions and ticketing. Additionally, our apprentices frequently visit local theatres to network with other
program fellows and attend performances.

How long have you been involved in SETC and in what capacity?
We have attended the SETC Job Fair for about four years to recruit for our year-long
apprenticeships. We’ll be back again this year in Knoxville!

More info: www.studiotheatre.org
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: THEATRE DISCIPLINES

What’s Happening in Your Interest Area?

ACTING

APPLIED THEATRE

David Haugen
Chair

Tenika Dye Burgess
Chair

DON’T MISS THIS:
Come to the Acting
Interest Group meeting
at 4 p.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 27. Let’s share
WHY we ACT.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: The
variety of experiences
offered at this
year’s convention is
exceptional. For every
workshop you attend
whose content you’re
familiar with, go to one
completely foreign to
you. Explore, explore,
explore!
OUR MEETING: At
the Acting Interest
Group Meeting, you
will encounter a variety
of people who are
interested in acting. We
will go over some basic
business, but then let’s
talk about why we are
here. What compels
us to act?

DON’T MISS THIS:
Enjoy a two-part opportunity. Learn what
Playback Theatre is with
“Playback Theatre: Improv With a Purpose”
at 9 a.m., Saturday,
March 2. Then, experience it in performance
with “Playback Theatre
Demonstration: Audience Stories Come to
Life!” at 10:30 a.m., Saturday, March 2.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Explore
“Theatrical Masks in
Therapy” at 1 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 28,
and “Incarcerated
Art: Applied Theatre
in Prison” at 1 p.m.,
Saturday, March 2.
OUR MEETING: Applied
theatre typically occurs
in community, educational, therapeutic, and/
or service settings and
often with marginalized
groups. Join us for our
meeting at 4:30 p.m.,
Friday, March 1.

CULTURAL
DIVERSITY

DESIGN/
TECHNOLOGY

Kyla Kazuschyk, Chair

Neno Russell, Chair

DON’T MISS THIS:
Join us for “Fire the
Canon! Diversifying
Academic Theatre
Repertoire,” at 4 p.m.,
Saturday, March 2. A
collaborative panel of
artists and educators
will present an exciting
discussion and brainstorming session about
ways in which academic
theatre can support
diversity and inclusion
through production
choices and classroom
studies.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: We are
proud to present a
variety of workshops
that will benefit everyone, including a panel
on “Allies in the Arts:
Exploring Privilege
in Theatre,” at 1 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 28.
OUR MEETING: All
are welcome to bring
ideas and questions to
our meeting at 4 p.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 28.

DON’T MISS THIS:
Be sure to attend
the design keynote
presentations at 7
p.m., Thursday, Feb.
28, presented by
our distinguished
designers: costume
designer Linda Cho,
lighting designer
Jonathan Spencer,
scenic designer
Riccardo Hernandez
and sound designer
Victoria Deiorio. A
question-and-answer
session will follow the
keynotes.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: More
than 60 workshops
related to design and
production will be
offered during the
convention.
OUR MEETING: Join
us for the Design/
Tech Interest Group
meetings at 4 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 27,
and 9 a.m., Saturday,
March 2.

More info: 2019setcconvention.sched.org
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: THEATRE DISCIPLINES

What’s Happening in Your Interest Area?

DIRECTING
Rick St. Peter
Chair

DON’T MISS THIS:
Join us for year two
of the Ready to Direct
competition, which
offers early career
directors wanting to
work in professional
theatre an opportunity
to learn from seasoned
professional directors
and to potentially
earn work with a
professional company.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Be sure
to check out “Active
Script Analysis for Directors: Thinking Deep
While on Your Feet” at
10:30 a.m. Thursday,
Feb. 28, “Directing
Strategies and Techniques: Taking Chances, Getting Results” at
9 a.m. Friday, March 1,
and “What Rules You?
A Director’s Rules for
Success” at 1 p.m.,
Friday, March 1.
OUR MEETING: The
Directing Interest
Group meeting is at 4
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 28.

HIST/THEORY/
CRIT/LIT

MOVEMENT &
PHYSICAL THEATRE

Sarah McCarroll, Chair

Matthew R. Wilson, Chair

Valerie Accetta
Chair

DON’T MISS THIS:
Check out the work
of the SETC Young
Scholars Award winners
at 9 a.m., Saturday,
March 2.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Delve
into an unfamiliar
world with an “Intro
to North American
Indigenous Drama and
Performance” at 4:30
p.m., Friday, March
1, or learn about the
history of clowning in
a workshop on Joseph
Grimaldi at noon,
Thursday, Feb. 28.
OUR MEETING: Learn
more about scholarship
and SETC at the
Theatre Symposium
Interest Group meeting
at 9 a.m., Friday,
March 1. Our interest
group meets at 1 p.m.,
Saturday, March 2.

DON’T MISS THIS:
Jump into the convention at 4 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 27, with our
annual “Movement
Playground”! Learn
from others, share your
techniques, or just
enjoy free play.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Catch
fabulous “Actor WarmUp” sessions at 8 a.m.
Thursday, Feb. 28, and
Friday, March 1. Plus,
ground-breaking workshops in “Staging Intimacy,” clown, CrossFit,
combat and more.
OUR MEETING: At
noon, Friday, March 1,
the Movement & Physical Theatre Interest
Group discusses the
future of actor training
and physical performance … at SETC and
around the world! The
Society of American
Fight Directors Interest
Group meets at noon,
Thursday, Feb. 28.

DON’T MISS THIS:
High school and
college educators
should attend “How to
Prepare the Audition: A
Conversation with the
Professional Division”
at 7 p.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 27. Professionals
from Disney Parks Live
Entertainment, Matt
Davenport Productions
and Mill Mountain
Theatre are included on
the panel.
WORKSHOPS FOR EVERYONE: For a discussion on the history of
movie musicals, check
out “Musical Scene
Study on Film” at noon,
Friday, March 1. Also on
Friday, look for Broadway veteran Kristy
Cates’ “Broadway Musical Theatre Workshop”
at 9 a.m.
OUR MEETING: The
Musical Theatre Interest
Group will meet at 1
p.m., Friday, March 1.
All are welcome!

MUSICAL THEATRE

More info: 2019setcconvention.sched.org
www.setc.org
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2019 SETC CONVENTION: THEATRE DISCIPLINES

What’s Happening in Your Interest Area?

PLAYWRITING
Darren Michael
Chair

DON’T MISS THIS:
There are so many
incredible events in
playwriting this year.
Great workshops and
panels! And lots of
readings of new work!
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: This year’s
Charles M. Getchell
Award winner, The Other
Half by Mark Cornell, will
have a staged reading
at 7 p.m., Friday, March
1. Plus, there will be
staged readings of the
last two years’ winners
of Steele Springs Stage
Rights and SETC’s
Ready to Publish Award,
2018’s Anthropology
Lesson by J. Harvey
Stone and 2019’s Rev
by Rachel Bykowski. Or
share some of your work
at “The Playwright’s
Corner.” Email me at
michaeld@apsu.edu for
more info.
OUR MEETING: Join us
for our interest group
meeting at 9 a.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 28.

RELIGION &
THEATRE

STAGE
MANAGEMENT

VOICE/
SPEECH

Scott Hayes, Chair

Stacy Blackburn, Chair

Stacey Cabaj, Chair

DON’T MISS THIS:
Religion & Theatre
strives for a diverse
representation of
workshops. The committee is pleased to
feature Tim Matheny’s
workshop, “Islam and
Theatre: The Dynamic
Expression of a Rich
Culture and Faith,”at
10:30 a.m., Friday,
March 1.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Offerings
include “Theatrical
Imagination in the
Bible: Acting Before
the Greeks” at 9 a.m.,
Thursday, Feb. 28,
and “Hell Houses,
Judgment Houses and
More: Nontraditional
Religious Theatre” at
9 a.m., Saturday,
March 2.
OUR MEETING: All
are welcome at the
Religion & Theatre
Interest Group
meeting at noon,
Saturday, March 2.

DON’T MISS THIS:
Come participate
in – or watch – the
Stage Management
Games on Thursday,
Feb. 28. Show off your
stage management
skills and compete
for some wonderful
prizes, courtesy
of EmptySpace
Technology.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Beginning
stage managers should
join us for “Basics of
Stage Management.”
More advanced SMs
will want to attend
“Cue Calling in a
Modern World.” And
teachers – please join
us for “Teaching Stage
Management.”
OUR MEETING: The
Stage Management
Interest Group meeting
is at 1 p.m., Saturday,
March 2. Come join us
and help us plan for
next year!

DON’T MISS THIS:
Start your convention
day with a combined
voice and movement
warm-up. Offered at
8 a.m., Thursday, Feb.
28, and Friday, March 1.
WORKSHOPS FOR
EVERYONE: Students
can look forward to
introductory workshops
in Linklater Voice,
Knight-Thompson
Speechwork and the
voice and speech work
of Patsy Rodenburg.
Professionals and
educators are invited to
attend the “Developing
Voice and Speech
Curricula” workshop
at 1 p.m., Saturday,
March 2.
OUR MEETING: Join us
at 5:30 p.m., Thursday,
Feb. 28, for the Voice &
Speech Interest Group
Meeting.

More info: 2019setcconvention.sched.org
www.setc.org
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SETC CENTRAL OFFICE NEWS

Meet Amanda Nielsen, SETC’s Administrative Assistant
Amanda Nielsen is a “theatre person,” but she came to SETC in
September 2018 via a different route – an innovative program called
the Piedmont Fellows. It’s a 10-month professional development
program that provides executive coaching, training and mentorship
to help young professionals make a lasting impact in the workplace.
“SETC has partnered with the Piedmont Fellows as a business organization, and
through that cooperation, I was brought to the family of SETC,” Amanda says.
As SETC’s administrative assistant, Amanda assists members and others who contact
SETC via phone, responds to queries sent to info@setc.org, provides support for
Central Office staff, and coordinates travel for staff and guests attending the SETC
Convention, amid a myriad of other duties. “I really enjoy working and supporting the other staff members,” Amanda
says.
A native of tiny Lander, WY, Amanda came east to attend Covenant College on Lookout Mountain, near Chattanooga,
TN. That’s where she discovered theatre. ”As soon as I saw a production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, I was
hooked,” she says. “I acted in two or three plays until the backstage beckoned me. I started doing hair and makeup
for my school and whatever else I could get my hands on.”
A 2018 college graduate, she is excited to be working in a job that involves the theatre world. In her spare time,
Amanda says, “I enjoy reading, composing music, visiting as many coffee shops as I possibly can and, of course,
going to the theatre!”

Meet Nicole Francis, SETC’s Bookkeeper
With more than 20 years of experience as an accountant, Nicole
Francis was the perfect choice to become the first bookkeeper on
SETC’s Central Office staff.
Her job includes some tasks previously handled by Mark Snyder, a longtime SETC
employee who passed away in 2018, and the duties of Anne George, an outside
contractor who was SETC’s bookkeeper for more than 20 years before her retirement
in 2018.
Nicole, who joined SETC in November 2018, says her work involves all aspects of the
accounting cycle. Her favorite part of the job, she says, is the people that she works with in the Central Office.
A native of New Jersey, Nicole has lived in Greensboro – home to SETC’s Central Office – for about 25 years. Before
joining SETC, she worked in accounting for a variety of industries. “In my spare time,” she says, “I enjoy spending
time with my husband and daughter, hiking with my dog, reading and taking photographs.”

More info: www.setc.org/central-office-staff
www.setc.org
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Connect with SETC Leadership

Jeff Gibson
PR ESID ENT

One of the most important elements of any successful organization
is its people. In the case of SETC, we rely on capable and engaged
committee and board members to advise and coordinate programming and services and to ensure current organizational effectiveness,
as well as guide us toward future success. Fortunately, we have an
abundance of skilled leaders – many of whom are waiting to be discovered. Are you one of these important people?
SETC’s current leaders are striving to make certain we are taking the right steps as an
organization to identify and engage future leaders, while also providing programming
to assist in the development of members at all levels who aspire to lead. While a comprehensive strategy is still in the early stages, our first steps are to provide mechanisms
for our members to identify opportunities and to express their interests.
We hope you’ll explore ways to connect with SETC’s leadership in the coming weeks –
before and during our convention in Knoxville. Here are a few examples:
Online Mentorship Application: Whether you’re a new or experienced member, the
Mentorship Program, coordinated by Jeremy Kisling, is a great way to reach out prior to
convention to let us know you have an interest in connecting to learn about leadership
in SETC. Fill out an application here.
“Leadership Connection” in the SETC Marketplace at the SETC Convention: Located
in the Clinch Concourse lobby near Registration you’ll find a table where you can meet
current board leaders to ask questions and to explore ways to become involved.
Interest Meeting – “Opportunities to Engage: Leadership and SETC” (9-10:15 a.m.,
Friday, March 1; check schedule for further details) Led by past President Tiza Garland,
this session will provide an overview of SETC’s committee structure with a focus on finding ties to your particular interests and how you might become involved with SETC to
make the organization, the annual convention, and the year-round activities successful.
We look forward to connecting with you!
Actions taken by the SETC Executive Committee during meetings in Kiawah, SC,
on Jan. 11, 2019, include:
•
•

Approved a new policy for consulting conducted by staff and volunteers.
Approved elimination of Holliday Scholarship and transfer of its funds to the Undergraduate
Scholarship Fund.

Actions approved for presentation to the board in February include:

ExCom Report

•

by Jeff Gibson

•

Modifications to the language specifying when Board of Directors and Executive Committee
meetings, Convention and Fall Auditions occur.
Elimination of the Holliday Scholarship Committee and reassignment of responsibility for
determining the Spiegel and Behm Awards to existing committees and divisions within SETC.

The full minutes, including additional action items, willl be posted here soon.

More info: www.setc.org/leadership
www.setc.org
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Thank You, SETC!

Betsey Horth
EX E CUTIV E D IR EC T O R

This is my last column
as the Southeastern
Theatre Conference’s
executive director.
Please indulge me as
I thank you for the
opportunity to lead this
organization for the last
20 years.
I have been fortunate to work with many people who have given their
time, energy and expertise to building SETC. From board members
and committee members to volunteer staff and Central Office team
members, SETC exists because of your commitment and contributions.

Mark Your
Calendars
Now for the
Next Two SETC
Conventions!
2020: Louisville, KY

Feb. 26-March 1
2021: Cincinnati, OH

March 10-14

People have shared their knowledge, collaborated, been kind to each
other, built each other up, and yes – connected to each other. We have
truly walked the talk in creating an environment where the outcome is
“connecting you to opportunities in theatre nationwide.”
As I began writing this column, I wanted to list all the individuals I’ve
encountered in my tenure here that have made SETC this great network
– but I wasn’t allowed to use this entire newsletter. Please take a moment
as you are reading this to say, “Yes, I am part of this great organization,
and my work has made a difference.” It has!
I’ve had a blast, and I will miss the SETC community. But it is time for me
to explore new paths. Perhaps I will see you again along the way!
P.S. I believe that Susie Prueter, our incoming executive director, is the
perfect person to lead SETC forward. Carry on …

More info: www.setc.org
www.setc.org
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MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

Connecting You to
Opportunities in Theatre
Nationwide

Central Office
SETC
Institute of Outdoor Theatre
1175 Revolution Mill Dr., Studio 14
Greensboro NC 27405
336-272-3645
info@setc.org
Betsey Horth
betsey@setc.org
Executive Director
Amanda Nielsen
info@setc.org
General Questions
April J’C Marshall
april@setc.org
Professional Theatre
Cadie Burks
cadie@setc.org
Educational Services
Clay Thornton
clay@setc.org
Marketing/Advertising
Kim Doty
kim@setc.org
Communications/Website
Bradley Branham
bradley@setc.org
Programming
Jean Wentz
jean@setc.org
Membership

Executive Committee
Jeff Gibson
President
Maegan McNerney Azar
VP of Administration
Lee Crouse
VP of Services
David Wohl
VP of Finance
Rebecca Beasley
Secretary
Alan Litsey
Elected Past President
Kris Rau McIntyre
VP of States
Tom Booth
VP of Divisions

SETC Receives Award from Virginia Thespians
SETC is proud to have recently received the
Virginia Thespians’ Excellence in Theatre
Education Award. The honor goes to an
organization committed to providing theatre
arts education opportunities and experiences for high school and college students.
The introduction to the award spotlighted
SETC’s dynamic and diverse constituency,
regional and national scope, and remarkable membership numbers. Incoming SETC
Executive Director Susie Prueter (at right in
photo) is shown accepting the award at the
Virginia Thespian Festival.

2019 SETC Hall of Fame Inductees Announced
Three individuals will be honored as members of the
SETC Hall of Fame at the 2019 SETC Convention.
Established by SETC in 2015, the Hall of Fame recognizes persons,
living or deceased, who have made major contributions to the
organization. These may be administrative, artistic and/or financial
contributions that have had a significant impact on SETC’s success over
a sustained period. The honorees, who will be inducted at the annual
Business Meeting at 3:30 p.m., Saturday, March 2, are:
• Betsey Horth, 1999-2019 SETC Executive Director;
• Clifton “Chip” Egan, 1996-1997 SETC President;
• Jose C. Simbulan, SETC Professional Auditions accompanist since 1994.

STATE CONVENTION NEWS

Mississippi
Theatre
Association
Stacy Howell
Executive Director

Event: Annual festival.
Number attending: 495 students;
151 adults.
Winners of Community Theatre
Festival: Tea for Three, Center

Players Community Theatre,
Madison, MS; I and You, Fondren
Theatre Workshop, Jackson, MS.
Winners of High School Theatre
Festival: White Snake, Ocean
Springs High School, Ocean
Springs, MS; The Axeman’s
Requiem, Oak Grove High School,
Hattiesburg, MS.
Idea to share: A youth social that
was a karaoke event, instead of a
dance, went over very well.

Send your news to deanna@setc.org
www.setc.org
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